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Oratorio Singers ‘St. Augusting
Paves Road to Redemption

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On March 30,
Westfield's Oratorio Singers gath-
ered in the First United Methodist
Church in Westfield to perform a
classic Mozart mass, and to debut a
new composition, “Saint August-
ine” a cantata composed by long-
time Oratorio Musical Director
Trent Johnson.

“| decided to do this both as an
experiment in vocal direction, and
because there isn’t really a major
piece on Augustine,” said Mr.
Johnson. “His story is about being
a sinner and all the mistakes he
made, yet he still redeemed himsel f
at the end. It is a message that |
think is important for people to
hear.”

Mr. Johnson spent seven months
composing his work and studying
Augustine'sconfessions. That hard
work wasin evidenceon Sunday, as
the Oratorio Singers brought it to
life with a full orchestra and solo-
ists behind them.

The singers themselves brought
powerful choir voices to the piece
alternating between dark tones and
gentle undercurrents. The soloists
were also impressive, each bring-
ing strong voices to the characters
of Augustine (tenor Rufus Muller),
hisdevoted mother (soprano Rachel
Rosales), andthepriest (bassKevin
Maynor) that helped him find sal-
vation.

It also helped that Mr. Johnson
wrote his story in English, which
allowed themodern audienceto bet-
ter grasp the story being told.

Mr. Johnson’s music was also a
strong factor, as his words fit with
thestory progression. Thebassoons
emphasized the darkness of
Augustine'slament, while the tone
brightened afterwardsashethanked
his mother for always supporting
him (an impressive switch in only
two movements). Mr. Johnson even
added a slight marching beat when
Augustine announced his journey
to redemption.

After debuting the cantata, there
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MOZART MASS...The Oratorio Singers perform a classic Mozart mass, and
debut a new composition, “ Saint Augusting,” a cantata composed by longtime
Oratorio Musical Director Trent Johnson performed at the First United M eth-

odist Church in Westfield on March 30.
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was a short intermission before a
performance of Mozart's “Grand
Mass In C Minor,” which added
second soprano Maureen Francis.
While still musically strong, the
piece unfortunately suffered
slightly duetoitsplacement. While
expertly performed, the Mass was
also in Latin, which was somewhat
harder to follow after the English
performance. Still, the piece was
impressive vocally and instrumen-
tally.

It was also unique for patrons
unfamiliar with these classic
masses, as the programs gave tran-
scriptions in both Latin and En-
glish. In doing so, it showed how
much of these classic masses has
survived into the modern day.

Mr. Johnson, who has performed
with the Oratorio Singers for 20
years, stated that hewould beinter-
ested in composing another piece,
provided he can find the right sub-
ject.

Given the strength of his first
cantata, it would betimewell spent.

Town Book Store Hosts

Author Lisa Bleich

WESTFELD — The Town Book
Storeis hosting a Meet and Greet for
Lisa Bleich, author of “Surviving the
College Application Process’ on Sat-
urday, April 5, from2 -4 p.m.

Doesthecollegeapplication process
overwhelmyou?Unsureaboutthetopic
for your main essay or which school is
the right fit? “Surviving the College
Application Process: Case Studies to
HelpYou Find Your Unique Anglefor
Success’ is organized so you can find
profilesof studentswhoresemblepieces
of yoursdlf. Read all of thecasestudies,
or just those that resonate with your
own circumstances.

With the strategies outlined, you
will bewell onyour way to surviving
the college application process.

Lisa Bleich, founder and president
of College Bound Mentor, LLC, men-
torsstudentsfromall over theworldon
the college application process, help-
ing them uncover their strengths and
develop a persond plan for success.
Lisaholds a BA in European cultural
studiesand Frenchfrom BrandeisUni-
versty and an MBA from Harvard
BusinessSchool. ShelivesinWestfield
with her hushand and three daughters;
twoof themhavesuccessfully survived
the college application process!

Meet LisaBleich at The Town Book
Storelocated at 270 East Broad Street
inWestfield (corner of East Broad and
Elmer Streets). If you are unable to
attend this event, fed freeto call The
Town Book Storeat (908) 233-3535t0
reserve an autographed copy of Sur-
viving the College Application Pro-
Cess.

‘Do It Yourself Picture
Framing’ at WAA Meeting

WESTHELD — On Sunday, April
13, the Westfield Art Association
(WAA) will host Stefanie L aor, owner
of TheArtist Framer in Cranford, who
will present “Do It Yoursaf Picture
Framing.” The presentation will intro-
ducethevarious componentsinvolved
in picture framing.

A basicunderstanding of theartistry
of choosing aframing design, picture
framingegquipment andthevarioustech-
niquesfor matting, mounting and glaz-
ing will be discussed.

Born in Westfield, Stefanie gradu-
atedfromWestfieldHigh School, Class
of 1988. She received her bachelors
from the University of Pittsburgh in
1994. Her concentration wason studio
arts and art history. She received her
Mastersof FineArtsin 1997 from The
Graduate School of FigurativeArt, aso
known as The New York Academy of
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Pain Management Practice
Opens a New Office in Union

Offering minimally-invasive treatment for:
* Neck and Back Pain
Herniated/Bulging Discs

THOMAS P. RAGUKONIS, M.D.
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Artin New York City.

During thistime, she continued cus-
tom picture framing. Inspired by the
work of many artists that she frames
and shows at The Artist Framer, Ste-
fanie also enjoys ail painting portraits
and plein air.

TheArtist Framer wasestablishedin
1999. It offers custom framing, photo
restoration, art installation and classes/
workshops in painting and drawing.

Thispresentationwill takeplacefrom
1—4p.m. a the Community Room of
theWestfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield. TheCom-
munity Room is handicapped-acces-
sibleandthepresentationisopentothe
public. WAA members—no charge. A
$10 donation at the door is requested
from each non-member. For additional
information on the WAA, visit
www.westfiel dartassoci ation.org.

MEET THE CAST...Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC) Children’s production of
Dear Edwinareturnsfor threeperformancesto CDC Theatreon Friday, April 11,
at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, April 12, at noon and 3 p.m. The audienceisinvited
to have milk and cookies with the cast after each show and learn how to “ Sing
Your Own Song” with Edwina and her friends.

Enjoy Milk and Cookies
With Cast of Dear Edwina

CRANFORD — Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC) Children’s pro-
duction of Dear Edwina returns for
three performances to CDC Theatre
on Friday, April 11, at 7:30 p.m. and
Saturday, April 12, at noon and 3

p.m.

The star of her own show, Edwina
Spoonapple, invites the audience to
have cookies and milk with the cast
after each show. Learn how to “Sing
Your Own Song” with Edwina and

General admission tickets are $12
and may be purchased at the door.
For more information visit
www.cdctheatre.org. CDCTheatreis
at 78 Winans Avenue in Cranford.

Funding for this production has
been made possible in part by the
New Jersey State Council of theArts,
Department of State, apartner agency
of the National Endowment of the
Arts, through a grant administered
by the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs.

her friends.

ADVICE FROM A STAR.. Broadway s Okieriete (Oak) Oneodowan a vet-

eran of the New Jersey Youth Theatre (NJYT), visitsthe NJY T studio recently
during evaluation week. Pictured, front row, left toright, are: EricaMorreale,
Alyssa Kempinsky and Cynthia Meryl. Pictured, on bench are: Shabazz Green,
Adam Biner, Vicki Patik and Oak. Pictured standing are: Chris Centinarro, Tess
M cGuinness,VeronicaWalton, | sabellaGefand, Brigid Coughlin, JesseZimmer man
and Ryan Soldati. Picuted, back row, are: Greta Crandall, Amy Duely, Madi
Rosenthal, Jacqueline Daaleman and Deirdre Koczur. See story page 19.

David Realty Group

Residential Brokerage

What if you could list your

home for less commission

and still get all the valuable

services you’ve come to

expect from a Full Service

Real Estate Firm?

David Realty Group
is the answer!

David Realty Group takes pride in offering you the highest level of professional real estate
services along with the latest technology and the most competitive marketing packages.

Let the RESULTS speak for themselves!

helping us to get it done!”

Flnd out why we can llst your home fora4 ¥2% full service
listing agreement with no compromises.* Contact us today!
(908)264-8843 or info@DavidRealtyGroup.com

*In New Jersey commission rates are negotiable. If your property is now listed for sale or lease this mailer is not intended for solicitation of that listing. REALTOR"isa  y,vid Barbosa
federally registered collective membership mark which identifies a real estate professional who is a member of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS and
subscribes to its strict Code of Ethics. We will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, a disability or family status.

“My husband and I had never sold a house. David Realty
Group helped us through the process with sound and ethical
business advice, patience and kindness. They were always
available to answer questions and we were very impressed with
their professionalism in dealing with us and other agents. We
definitely made the right choice in realtors.”

I could not have asked for better service and professionalism
from David Realty Group. My home was not one that had many
comparables so our realtors spent lots of time trying to make

my husband and I comfortable with pricing. They had our home
sold in 4 days, 14K over ask and we had a choice of 3 contracts! I
always had a question answered immediately because if I couldn't
get David on the phone, I'd get Lorena or vice versa. I can't
imagine ever selling a house again without them! Thank you both!

“In a challenging, competitive market this year, our househunt
in Westfield was made easier, smoother and even fun with
your guidance and professional assistance. Your expertise in
navigating the search, negotiation, inspections and other issues
involved with buying a house was invaluable. Thank you for

Bob & Kathryn

Rosalie & Ralph

Anne & Carlos

Lorena Barbosa
Broker, Co-Owner  Broker, Co-Owner

www.DavidRealtyGroup.com




